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CONYERSRELEASES REPORT ON MISCONDUCT OF BUSH
ADMINISTRATION CONCERNING IRAQ WAR

Callsfor Censure of President Bush and Vice President Cheney

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Representative John Conyers, Jr., Ranking Member of the House
Judiciary Committee, released the following statement regarding today’ s release of a staff report
entitled “ The Constitution in Crisis: The Downing Street Minutes and Deception, Manipulation,
Torture, Retributions and Cover-upsin the Irag War.” The Report is my best effort to examine
all of the charges of misconduct by the Bush Administration concerning the Irag War.

“In brief, we have found that there is substantial evidence the President, the Vice-
President and other high ranking members of the Bush Administration misled Congress and the
American people regarding the decision to go to war in Irag; misstated and manipul ated
intelligence information regarding the justification for such war; countenanced torture and cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment in Irag; and permitted inappropriate retaliation against critics
of their Administration. There is at least aprima facie case that these actions that federal laws
have been violated — from fal se statements to Congress to retaliating against Administration
critics.

In response to the Report, | have aready taken several initial steps. First, | have
introduced aresolution (H. Res. 635) creating a Select Committee with subpoena authority to
investigate the misconduct of the Bush Administration with regard to the Iraq war and report on
possible impeachable offenses. In addition, | have introduced Resolutions regarding both
President Bush (H. Res. 636) and Vice-President Cheney (H. Res. 637) proposing that they be
censured by Congress based on indisputable evidence of unaccounted for misstatements and
abuse of power in the public record. Thereare anumber of additional recommendationsin the
Report that | expect to be taking up in the coming weeks and months.

The Report rejects the frequent contention by the Bush Administration that there pre-war
conduct has been reviewed and they have been exonerated. No entity has ever considered
whether the Administration misled Americans about the decision to go to War, and the Senate
Inteligence Committee has not yet conducted areview of pre-war intelligence information, while
the Silberman-Robb report specifically cautioned, that intelligence manipulation “was not part of
our inquiry.” There has also not been any independent inquiry concerning torture and other legal
violations in Irag; nor has there been an independent review of the pattern of cover-ups and
political retribution by the Bush Administration against its critics, other than the very narrow and
still ongoing inquiry of Special Counsel Fitzgerald.”
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